
playground, a bounce house and
train rides on the “Gunnar Express”.
Everyone’s favorite picnic foods,
such as hamburgers, hotdogs, potato
salad, assorted chips, baked beans,
watermelon, cake and iced cold
drinks were in great supply.  

The CYS Department is grateful
for the picnic’s corporate sponsor,
Butch’s Rat Holer’s, a gas drilling

company, who donated the hamburgers, hot dogs and
ice.  Their staff also grilled all of the hot dogs and ham-
burgers and prepared the baked beans.  In 
addition to donating and assisting with the food prepara-
tions, Butch’s also brought the train for the kids to enjoy.  

Thanks, also to the many CYS staff who helped
make another picnic a success. The rainy skies ended
our actitivies a little earlier than we had planned, but the
CYS staff is already starting to plan next year’s picnic. 

For many years the CYS Foster Care Unit has
sponsored a summer picnic for Washington County 
children who are in foster care. The 2013 event was held
Friday, July 19, 2013 at Washington Park Stone Pavilion
from 5:00pm-7:30pm.  Although, there had been some
heavy rain an hour prior to the start of the annual picnic, the
children’s attitudes and enthusiasm were not at all affected.
In spite of the rain,  their enthusiasm and squeals of delight
made the picnic that much more enjoyable for all.  

As always, those invited to the
picnic include members of the child’s
biological family, foster parents and
CYS families.  Commissioner Larry
Maggi, former Commissioner Bracken
Burns, Judge Emery and our Guardian
Ad Litem Erin Dickerson were also
among the attendees at this year’s 
picnic.  The picnic offered lots of fun
for the kids including the use of the
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Weather Doesn’t Dampen
Spirits of Kids at CYS Foster Picnic

By Marie Higgins
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Foster Care Picnic
Photos provided

courtesy of Bracken Burns
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Save the DateSave the Date



Lumber and lightening!  Pirate hitting was
frightening!  The annual county Bucco bus trip was
exciting!

On Saturday, August 3, 2013 a busload of county
employees and their guests made the 
annual bus trip, sponsored by the Washington
County Activities Committee, to PNC Park to see
the Pittsburgh Pirates play the Colorado Rockies.

The bus picked up individuals in Charleroi and
at the Beau Street Park ‘N Ride.   Lawn chairs came
out and tailgating began upon arriving at the 
ballpark. Tailgating featured hot dogs on the grill,
buffalo chicken dip, fruit, snacks, baked goods and
a wide variety of beverages.  

Then it was game time and what a great time it

7

County Employees 
Pirate Game Bus Trip

By Marie Higgins
was!  Lots of Pirate hits, great fielding, superb
pitching with six strikeouts and a home run by
Tabata (fire that cannon, baby) brought the fans to
their feet.   At the end of the game we were wowed
by a fabulous fireworks’ display that lit up the
Pittsburgh sky. 

To top it all off, the first place Pirates gained a
full game on second place St. Louis Cardinals, as
they lost their game.  

Arrrrrgh!  Hope to see you at next year’s game,
matey!   



Most people who don’t do any crafting of any sort
say that they don’t have the time, or they don’t have the
patience. However, my craft hobbies have given me a
sense of fulfillment and purpose when I needed it most.

After my mother passed away, I had quite a hard
time dealing with the loss. A close friend of mine 
suggested that I find a hobby and keep my hands and
mind busy. If it wasn’t for her encouragement, I would
probably be a “basket case.”  She told me to concentrate
on a project or just work on a puzzle of some sort, and
I would not think of Mom as being gone as much. Lo
and behold this actually works!

Pick a simple project at first and go with it. You will
feel a sense of accomplishment, and pride in what you
have done. If you really want to get involved, sign up for
a class or two for your chosen hobby. You could even
keep a journal on the things that you have made. You
could make a scrapbook, with pictures of your projects
in steps as you work on them – another project in itself.

6

Begin a Hobby like Crafting to
Help with a Loss

By Debbie Richey

If you find out that you enjoy making crafts, you
could make extra items and sell them to make money
for your next project or just some money to spend on
your fetish (for me, that’s purses).

I have learned to relax a little by making crafts.
People ask me how I find the time for all the things I
make. I crochet, quilt, and craft, so I devote a little time
here and there when I can, to work on a project.
Sometimes if it is a big project, I will lay it aside, and
start a smaller one. That way if I get tired of working on
one, I switch to the other and I have found that I make
fewer mistakes that way.

A lot of people appreciate handmade items as gifts.
You can share your ideas and instructions with your
friends, and make a few gifts. Start a small evening get-
together, like once a month and work on projects, or
just enjoy the socializing, and a little  “me time” to help
you through your situation or stress. Choosing a hobby
such as crafting can be a true life saver and a lot of fun.

For this project you will need:
- Styrofoam heart wreath
- Red/white and blue/white fabric cut into 4
-  Centimeter or 1 1/2 inch squares (you will need about 3x
more red/white fabric than blue/white fabric)
- Stylus or knitting needle (should not be sharp to prevent
damaging the fabric)
Instructions: 
1. Cut out a stack of fabric squares. Starting with the red color,
proceed by taking the first piece and placing it over the 
center top of the wreath. Use the stylus or knitting needle and
insert it in the center of the fabric and poke the fabric into the

Easy-to-Make Patriotic Heart Wreath
By Debbie Richey

wreath. The styrofoam will normally hold the fabric without
glue. If not, you can choose to add a drop of glue to the point
of the wreath where you will be poking the fabric into it. 

This is how it looks when adding the fabric to the wreath.
The stylus pokes the fabric into the wreath. 

2. Continue adding new scrap pieces close to the previous-
ly added piece and continue in the same manner as step
one. Cover the top and sides of the wreath all around with
the red fabric, leaving the left top 1/3 free for the blue fab-
ric. Then add the blue fabric in the same manner until the
wreath is finished.
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Alzheimer’s WalkAlzheimer’s Walk
Saturday, October 12th

2013 Walk to End Alzheimer's 
Washington, PA

9:00 a.m.
Location: Washington Park

283 Dunn Avenue
Washington, PA 15301

Coordinator: Abby Spreng
Phone: 412-261-5040

Email: aspreng@alz.org

Anyone can join our team at the Health Center!!
You can register by going online to www.alz.org!
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Labor Day is a holiday dedicated to the social
and economic achievements of American workers.
The first Labor Day celebration was in  1894 when
President Grover Cleveland declared it a holiday to
be  celebrated the first Monday of September. 

It’s purpose was to recognize and honor the
contributions of the workers who further strengthen
our country and increase our prosperity. However,
since that original celebration, the day has changed
over the years to become a last rite of summer.
Since most people have Labor Day off from work
and school, it’s a great time to get friends and 
family together for a picnic. 

Barbequed and grilled meats are good all year
round, but will be especially so on September 2 this
year because Labor Day is typically the last holiday
you can comfortably grill outside. It’s also the last
chance to try out those summer salad recipes on

honest family members. Macaroni salads are
always a good picnic food, but instead of using
heavy mayonnaise, try using a more healthy plain
yogurt and feta cheese instead. Potato salads can
be dressed up, too, by adding vinaigrette and spicy
mustard to the dish. One may also substitute sweet
potatoes instead of white potatoes in the salad.
Fruity cobblers always go well with a last-of-
summer cookout. 

Throw in some good conversation, relaxation
and a few games of cornhole between dinner
courses and everyone is full and fulfilled with the
Labor Day holiday! 

Note: Julie Sprowls is a college student and the
daughter of Commissioner Maggi’s secretary Joy
Orndoff. 

End of Summer 
Marked by Labor Day Celebrations

By Julia Sprowls



Cook-outs, outdoor games and field trips have all
been a part of the summer at the Washington County
Health Center (WCHC). Our residents have a great time
being active and involved.

A big thank you to the County for letting us, once
again, fish at Cross Creek Lake and another thank you to
the Parks and Recreation Department for organizing
such a wonderful event for our residents.  The biggest
fish caught was a Blue Gill.  The weather, the food and
the scenery were perfect; we couldn’t have asked for a
better day.  Not only did we go fishing this summer, but
other field trips were visits to the Trolley Museum, Heinz
Field and the Pittsburgh Aviary.   

The Charleroi Boys’ baseball and Girls’ Softball
teams came for an evening to play a game of kickball for
our residents’ amusement. Cheering on the teams and
refereeing the game were very exciting and engaging for 4

Activities Keep us Going
By Kelly McGowen

our residents.  After the game everyone enjoyed grilled
hot dogs.  Thanks to Kathy Keranko, our recreational
specialist, for planning a great multi-generational
event.

WCHC residents were also busy working on our
helping hands project, ‘One by Won to Jamaica’.  A
homemade candy basket was made by the residents
and raffled off to help raise money to send school sup-
plies to underprivileged students in Jamaica.  After the
raffle, residents went shopping for school supplies that
they could fill backpacks with; there were also a ton of
donations brought in by staff, family members and vis-
itors to assist with our cause. Thanks to Kathy Dice,
recreational specialist for a great project; it always
makes us feel great to help others.   

More recently, we have been working extremely
hard on our fair projects.  We are getting our vegetable
gardens ready, making jams, pies, spaghetti sauces,
craft projects and getting our woodworking entries pre-
pared. A number of blue ribbons may be awaiting our
works! 

Summertime is a busy time, but throughout the year
there are activities to keep us going and growing as we
learn and share with one another. Come see how we do
it at the WCHC! Volunteers for activities are always
welcome.   

Just a reminder that the Alzheimer’s Walk is sched-
uled for October 12th. There are raffles, casual days
and penny wars with all the proceeds going to the
Alzheimer’s Walk.  If you would like to donate or join
in the walk please contact Christina Wehner for any
information at ext. 7184.  



Washington County hosted two successful recycling
collections for residents to dispose of non-traditional
recyclables in the greater Washington City area.

First, on May 11, Washington County held its second
Used Tire Collection in partnership with Keep
Pennsylvania Beautiful, the state affiliate of Keep
America Beautiful and Keep Washington County
Beautiful, the Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful local chapter.
The county worked with Mahantango Enterprises, Inc., a
tire processing company from East Liverpool, PA, for the
collection and hauling phases of the program and for the
processing of the tires collected.  The county collected
over 1,600 tires this spring, which
equaled over 51,500 pounds of
old tires. Recycling the used tires
allowed them to make rubber
mulch, horse turf for horse arenas
and playground surfaces.  

The second event was the
county’s  Sixth Annual Electronics
Recycling Collection on June 15th

at the Washington County
Fairgrounds. More than 22,000
pounds of old TVs, computers, and
other electronics were collected
by JVS Environmental, an electron-
ics’ recycling company from
Rockwood, PA.  The company
takes the old devices and destroys
all data, while salvaging what
equipment can be refurbished and
remarketed. All unsalvageable materials are de-manu-
factured and the raw materials are then returned to the
raw materials’ market.  

In total both collections this year have helped to keep
over 73,500 pounds (or 36.75 tons) of waste out of local
landfills. More importantly, the collections helped to
keep hazardous and unsightly waste out of the 
environment.  For more information, and to find out
about future recycling events in the county, please visit
the Washington County Planning Commission’s
Recycling Page at www.co.washington.pa.us or call 724-
228-6811.
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2013 Washington County Recycling Collection
Events Successful

By Jason Theakston



On May 15, 2013, four Washington County
children, including Casey Adams, Martin Hric,
Alexis Federer and Taneeyah Rhoads, were able to
experience for the first time what most children
take for granted –riding their very own bikes.  All
four children, who have special needs received
their very own adaptive bikes made specifically for
them and had the opportunity to ride around
Courthouse Square’s Plaza. Their smiles were con-
tagious and everyone who watched them, includ-
ing CEO of Variety Charlie LaVallee and the Board
of Commissioners, enjoyed the children’s first bike
ride with them.  

LaVallee explained that Variety, the Children’s
Charity, works to provide adaptive bikes to children
with various disabilities through the generosity of
its donors and that each bike is uniquely made for
a specific child. The cost per bike is about $1800,
but the bikes are free to the children because of the
generous donations from throughout the area’s
communities. 

Since the program began in November 2012,
330 children have received bikes, including 45
children in Washington County.

If you know of a child who can benefit from
Variety’s My Bike Program, please visit their web-
site at www.varietypittsburgh.org or contact them if
you wish to make a donation to help a child with a
special need receive his or her very own bike.

2

Variety, the Children’s Charity, Provides Bikes
for Children with Special Needs

By Sue Orrick



County 
Personnel Changes...
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County Personnel Changes from
March 1, 2012 through August 1, 2013 

RESIGNED:
Brianne C. Almasy D. J. Mark
Christopher L. Barnes Jail Security
Brooke Elizabeth Bonner Juvenile Probation
Susan Bayne Cagnon H.C.-Nursing Admin.
Beverley Joan Calhoun H.C.-Nursing
Melvin Nathaniel Copney Jail Security
Melanie J. Corso H.C.-Nursing
James Joseph Cullen, III Emergency Telephone-911
Jay Michael English Children & Youth Program
Daniel Frederick Gleixner Courtroom #5
Victoria Mary Hartman Children & Youth Program
Kayla Marie Henry H.C.-Patient Activities
Erika Lee Henry Airport Operations
Wendy Sue Kudaroski Controller
Jeffrey Alan Lampman, Jr. Jail Security
Christine Emma Landy H.C.-Nursing
Betty Lou R. Lewis H.C.-Social Service-Co.
Joshua Samuel Marshman H.C.-Maintenance
Megan Elizabeth Menzler Emergency Telephone-911
Rebecca N. Merriner H.C.-Nursing
Darla Louise Mikulicz H.C.-Nursing
Carl E. Miller, III Emergency Services
Jacob T. Murin Jail Security
Darren M. Newberry District Attorney
Justin T. Papciak District Attorney
Cynthia J. Polen H.C.-Nursing Admin.
Nicholas Kyle Powell Jail Security
Raymond Louis Prevost Jail Security
Megan Lynn Riggs H.C.-Dietary
Mario O. Seneca Judge O’Dell-Seneca
Allegra Janet Simonelli Emergency Telephone-911
Michael Francis Stritmatter Jail Security
Jane Lorraine Tedrow H.C.-Nursing
Benjamin Wright Thorn Booking Center
Tracy L. Vorum Emergency Telephone-911
Natalie Elizabeth Wargo Domestic Relation
Alicia Lynn Weller Children & Youth Program
David Bayard Wolf Judge Emery
Hollie Zavallo District Attorney
Roxanne Marie Zoretich H.C.-Social Service-Co.

RETIRED:
James Lester Altman Sheriff
Marsha Elaine Bauer H.C.-Housekeeping
Rebecca L. Cannon BHDS
Vera Fay Clemens Housekeeping
Thomas Henry Cooke, III Public Defender
Paulette M. Daniels Sheriff
Lori A. Dziak Sheriff
Jean L'Altrelli Coroner
Patricia Ann Morflak Tax Revenue
Philip John Muskovich E&M-Parks
Thomas J. Picinotti E&M-Maintenance
John Preston Pizzi Public Defender
Carol Ann Popielarczyk Children & Youth Program
Vera Darlene Vizyak Housekeeping
Karen M. Wescott Adult Probaation

NEW HIRES:
Brenda Lee Vanauker Aging
Angela Nicole Secreet Aging
Michelle Dawn Meadows Aging
Jordan Parker Aloia Airport Operations
Renee L. Zimmer Airport Operations
Forest Tanner Donahue Airport Operations
Sandra E. Adkins BHDS
Morgan Nicole Blumer Booking Center
Lauren Anne Wagner Booking Center
Marlo Marie Bradford C.C.I.S. - Beaver Office
Julie A. Burke C.C.I.S. - Beaver Office
Shelly J. Kincaid C.C.I.S. - Beaver Office
Debra Ann Ellefson C.C.I.S. - Beaver Office
Andrew James Albright Children & Youth Program
Dolores Mai Blosnich-Gooden Children & Youth Program
Tenisha L. Brown Children & Youth Program
Jennifer Lynn Auman Children & Youth Program
Christopher Michael Allen Brown Children & Youth Program
Julie A. Yusko Children & Youth Program
Stephanie Louise Rodgers Children & Youth Program
Michael Ian Kloszewski Children & Youth Program
Katherine Ruth Marodi Clerk Of Courts
Cameron Michael Banasick Community Service

Evan Thomas Banasick Community Service
Brian Seamus Haney Court Administrator
Jacob Bryan Dunston Court Administrator
Jacob Stefan Oresick Courtroom #6
Alexandra Boyer Courts-Data Processing
Jennifer Lynn Rucker D. J. Mark
Katherine D. Bacher District Attorney
Jennifer Marie Chmiel District Attorney
John Paul Lewis District Attorney
Alex Claim Davin Domestic Relation
Vincent Kovacicek E&M-Flood Control
Adam J. Betzler E&M-Maintenance
Benjamin John Baran E&M-Parks
William Allan Marnich, Jr. E&M Parks
Chad Jeffrey Gwynn E&M Parks
Jacquelyn Michelle Fratini E&M Parks
Hunter David Lohr E&M Parks
Dean Eric Hodgdon E&M Parks
Eva Marie Popielarczyk E&M Parks
Michael Rudolph Jurick Emergency Services
Chad William Taylor FITS
Erin Elizabeth Skrabski H.C. - Business Office
Amy Lynn Hurey H.C. - Dietary
Shawn William McAlister H.C. - Dietary
Angela Marie LeJohn H.C. - Housekeeping
Natalie Elizabeth Bryant H.C. - Housekeeping
Deetta June Tournay H.C. - Laundry
Jesse D. Rice H.C. - Maintenance
Andrew Robert Funtal H.C. - Maintenance
Ronald James Peters, Jr. H.C. - Maintenance
Linda Lou Burnquist H.C.-Nursing
Kristen Louise McCracken H.C. - Nursing
Staci Leigh Macik H.C. - Nursing
Traci Lynn Rock H.C. - Nursing
Jennafer B. Buehl H.C. - Nursing
Alexis Christine Coulter H.C. - Nursing
Alicia Lynn Durbin H.C. - Nursing
Nikki Ayn Johnson H.C. - Nursing
Devonnir LaChonne Brown H.C. - Nursing
Christy Ann Molinaro H.C. - Nursing
Rebecca Lynn Andree H.C. - Nursing
Marcy A. Truesdell H.C. - Nursing
Darae Michele Bush H.C. - Nursing
Shawn B. Beckner H.C. - Nursing
Donna Jean Vilcoss H.C. - Nursing Admin.
Joyce Ann Malson H.C. - Nursing Admin.
Amber L. Wilson H.C. - Nursing Admin.
Daniellie Ann Matesic H.C. - Nursing Admin.
Gail Miranda Falcione H.C. - Patient Activities
Chelsea Jo Fonner H.C. - Social Service - Co.
Tara Aymber-Rose Roffis H.C. - Social Service - Co.
Abigail Rose Agha H.C. - Social Service - Co.
Patrick A. Sisul Housekeeping
Cameron James Nutter Information Technology
Ryan M. Anderson Information Technology
Michael Richard Kasula Jail Administration
Julia F. Sprowls Jail Administration
Katie B. Carter Jail Administration
Thomas Edward Jordan, Jr. Jail Security
George M. Kissell Jail Security
Dustin Arthur Leonard Jail Security
Cindy Sue McCartney Jail Security
Cathy Zuback Jail Security
Jonathon Bradley Blednick Jail Security
Stephen C. Paul Judge Emery
Ashley Nicole Hahner Juvenile Probation
Dominic Anthony Moore Juvenile Probation
Lee Taddy Juvenile Probation
Kacey Simpson Juvenile Probation
Zachary Wills Hamilton Liquid Fuels
Marcus Dillom Chadwick Liquid Fuels
Judith A. Dreistadt Prothonotary
Brian Vincent Gorman Public Defender
Aaron M. Klem Recorder Of Deeds
Megan Christine Knowlson Recorder Of Deeds
Jenny L. Stewart Register Of Wills
Robin Ketchem Sheriff
Dena Paige Taufer Tax Revenue

Do you want to help with County Newsletter articles or taking pho-
tos? Contact Sandy Sabot at ext. 6031 or by email at:
sabots@co.washington.pa.us
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