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averages about 120 weddings and 50-60 other 
functions per year.  He also collects cars, having 
recently purchased a 1973 Camaro.  

One of the reasons he has had this success is
because of the high standards set by the division.
He says just living up to what is expected here
already puts you ahead of the pack.

A relatively humble guy, the nomination was a
surprise to Gerba. When asked if there was a 
secret to his accomplishment he said, “If you truly
want to measure your success…leave your own
measuring tape at home.”  In other words, don’t
worry about being successful, just keep doing
what you are asked and it will fall into place.

If further proof that Washington County has some
of the finest and dedicated employees found 
anywhere was actually necessary, then it has been
provided in the form of Jeremy Gerba, PO2 with the
county’s Adult Probation Office.

In just eight short years of service with the county,
Jeremy has distinguished himself within his
department and he was recently named the 
Commonwealth’s “Probation Officer of the Year.” 

Chief Probation Officer John Moschetta, and Jon
Ridge, the assistant chief, said there are at least 2,000
probation officers within the state. Earlier this year,
Ridge formally nominated Jeremy for the award,
highlighting his many contributions to the Adult 
Probation program, such as his supervision of 
Veteran’s Court and mental health program, along
with being the department’s resident expert on 
problem-solving the Pennsylvania Adult and Juvenile
Courts Information Systems (PAJCIS), his development
of a new internship program, and leading the 
production of a video to inform the public and 
offenders about the functions of the department

Jeremy, who has been married for 14 years and
has two children, came to Adult Probation with a
background in retail and private security.  He also
owns his own business, Lethal DJ Services, and he

Gerba named state
“Probation Officer

of the Year”
By Wes Parry

Vol. 11 Issue 3
October 2014

1

Officer Jeremy Gerba receiving his award from
Washington County Commissioners

Larry Maggi, Chairman; Diana Irey Vaughan, Vice Chairman;
and Harlan G. Shober, Jr.



In late May, my family embarked on an amazing
adventure to China, our first time back in-country
since meeting our daughter Sofia there in 2005. A
year of planning, and so much excitement, carried
us to our first destination – Beijing! We would find
ourselves, over the course of two weeks, sleeping in
seven different cities and navigating planes, bullet
trains, buses, vans, and even boat. 

Nothing can quite prepare you for Beijing. I have
heard it called “best kind of sensory overload,”
which I still find an apt description of this ancient
city. There is so much to see (the Great Wall, 
Tiananmen Square, the Summer Palace and Temple
of Heaven!)  Not to mention shopping, eating, and
street life that cannot to be found anywhere else in
the world. We landed in the midst of an early 
summer heat wave, and to very rare blue skies and
sunshine. Our days were filled with shopping at the
night markets, climbing the Great Wall (and coming
back down the mountainside on a toboggan),
finding our way through crowds at the Forbidden
City, and getting to know our amazing guides and
drivers. Older, more secluded parts of the inner city
residential areas were explored via rickshaw tour,
which enabled us to talk with our hosts and enjoy a
meal with them in their courtyard. We received a
rare glimpse of this tremendous city, and are forever
grateful for our time there.

After three days in Beijing, we boarded a bullet
train for Xi’an, a city south of Beijing, to visit the
Terra Cotta Warriors. The bullet train ride, which
topped speeds of 206/km per hour, was fantastic in
both the efficiency of travel and the opportunity it
gave us to see the beautiful and remote countryside
of China. Once we  arrived we met our new guide,
transferred to our hotel, and prepared to explore the
home of the Terra Cotta Warriors.

The Warriors, as the locals refer to them, are
found just outside of Xi’an city itself. Discovered by
a local farmer in the 1970s while he was digging a
new well, they are now housed in their original
“pits” and the complex that surrounds them is vast
and so detailed. The scale of the warriors, their car-
riages and horses, and the preservation areas cannot
be overstated. It was a breathtaking sight when we
first walked into the airplane hangar-size building
that encompasses Pit 1. We were fortunate enough
to explore Pits 2 and 3, along with the museum that
tells more of the story of the Warriors. We also got
to meet the farmer who discovered them
all those years ago, and hear his story firsthand! 
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Our Second “One In a Lifetime”
Trip to China

By Amanda Elyanoff

Sophia and some friends 
at a classroom in China

The Elyanoff family
in China

continued on Page 3



From there we enjoyed a “kitchen” style
meal of noodles and other local foods in a
family home nearby. The rest of our time
spent in Xi’an included a visit to a local
market, a visit to a fourth grade classroom
and a tour of a Buddhist temple, along with
the ancient Xi’an city wall.

We then flew to Chengdu, in central
Sichuan province, which is the native home
of largest wild Giant Panda bear population
in the world. The highlight of this portion of
our trip, which was brief but lovely, was that
our daughter was able to not only visit the
Giant Panda reserve that helps tosupport
and sustain the panda population, but she
also held a nine month old baby Panda!
Needless to say this was one of her favorite
parts of the trip.

At this stage of travel we had hit the midpoint of
our time in China, and had finally begun to 
acclimate to the time difference (twelve hours) and
the nearly relentless pace that we had been keeping.
The remaining week of our trip included a visit to
our daughter’s hometown and a visit to the offices
where we met her in 2005. We were also able to
spend time with some friends who just happened to
be visiting China at the same time. We then landed
in Guangzhou, a city in the very southern part of

China. Here we enjoyed a
river cruise, lots of shopping
for souvenirs, exploring and
enjoying the amazing regional
cuisines of each area. 

Our final days found us
saying goodbye to main-land
China and traveling to Hong
Kong, and then on to a nearly
15-hour plane trip home. We
arrived back in Pittsburgh feel-
ing blessed and fortunate to
have made a “once in a
lifeime” trip not once, but
twice.
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Our Second “One In a Lifetime” Trip to China
(continued from page 2)

Sophia and
a Giant Panda

Terra Cotta Warriors



It is safe to say that it was probably the first time
in Washington County’s history that a goat and two
dogs were honored guests at a Commissioners’
meeting.

Commissioners Larry Maggi, Diane Irey Vaughan
and Harlan Shober, Jr. invited the 
four-legged guests to the meeting to bestow upon
them the titles they received as part of the county’s
first mascot contest. The Commissioners were
pleased that the contest raised enough money that
they were able to present a check for over $1,000 to
the Washington Area Humane Society. 

Daisy Darling, a Cavalier King Charles spaniel
owned by Commissioner Irey Vaughan, was given a
certificate and a new collar as she was “crowned”
the first Washington County Mascot. The puppy was
selected after she received the most in monetary 
donations in the contest that was open to county
employees.

Winston, an English bulldog owned by Rene
Crow, who works in the office of Magistrate Curtis
Thompson and was named first runner-up and best
of show, was also presented with a certificate and a

new collar. And, Go-Go the Goat, a pygmy goat,
owned by Amber Young of the Washington County
Correctional Facility, was awarded the spirt award
and named the agricultural mascot for the county. 

Ten other pets were entered into the contest.
Their owners, who collected money for the Humane
Society, were invited to the meeting to receive the
following awards:

The Angel Award: Given posthumously to
Charlie, owned by Karen Succop of the 
Prothonotary’s Office. Charlie, who was a ther-
apy dog at the Washington County Health Cen-
ter, died Thursday, July 10, 2014, just a few
days before the end of the contest.

The Congeniality Award: Lily, owned by Karen
Succop of the Prothonotary’s Office

The Enthusiasm Award: Lucy, owned by
Michael Edgar of Human Resources.

The Fashionista Award: Samantha, owned by
Christine Johns of the Treasurer’s Office.

The Heart of Gold Award: Storm, owned by
Onilee Gray of the Tax Claim Bureau.

The Loyalty Award: Rocket, owned by Lisa
Rice of the Treasurer’s Office 

The Most Photogenic Award: Pumpkin, owned
by Holly Dames of Planning.

The Top Cat Award: Pedro, owned by Dan
Chunko, Esq., of Children and Youth Services.

The Goodwill Award: Autumn and Tyson,
owned by Karen Goetz of the Washington
County Correctional Facility.
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History in the Making!
by Randi Marodi

Rene Crowe and Winston; Commissioner Larry Maggi;
Commissioner Diana Irey Vaughan and Daisy Darling; 
Commissioner Harlan G. Shober, Jr.; Amber Young, 
daughters Isabella and Evie, and Go-Go the Goat; 

Laurelle Dicks and Lynette Vybiral of the Washington Area 
Humane Society; and Jessica Peticord of Petco.



A full busload of county employees, family members
and guests attended the Pittsburgh Pirates game at PNC Park
and watched the Buccos beat the Cincinnati Reds 3-2 on
Saturday, Aug. 30. 

After picking up passengers in Charleroi and 
Washington, the bus headed to the stadium, where the
county fans were greeted with extremely hot temperatures
(in the 90s) and a lack of parking for the bus.  The usual spots
for the bus weren’t available due to the University of 
Pittsburgh football home opener at Heinz Field, the Rib Fest
and an early 4:05 p.m. start to the Pirates game.  The local
fans were persistent and managed to convince the bus driver
to drop them off so they could find a place to hold their
pre-planned tailgate party. 

The group fired up the grill, started cooking hotdogs and
served an assortment of cold drinks. While everyone tried
to forget about the heat, they munched on Buffalo chicken
dip, fruit, vegetables, potato salad, chips, popcorn, candy
and peanuts.  Once the party was over, the bus returned, the
crew loaded up their gear and headed off to the game.
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Annual Pirate Trip = Family Fun, Great Baseball
& Super Value!

by Marie Higgins

continued on Page 6



Once again the Buccos did not disappoint. The county
fans, who were part of a sellout crowd of 38,000, had great
seats between third base and left field.  In the first inning,
Neil Walker hit a home run with two on for a 3-0 lead.  The
Pirates starting pitcher, Vance Worley pitched 6 1/3 innings
of beautiful baseball, giving up one earned run and three
hits.  After the fantastic game, there was a free concert per-
formed by Gavin DeGraw.

The members of the county activities committee
are hoping that everyone will join them for another 
Pirates game next year. In the meantime, the 
committee would like to thank Jackie, John, Jay, David,
Deb and Joe for your indispensable help.  

Let’s go Bucs!
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Annual Pirate Trip = Family Fun, Great Baseball
& Super Value!

continued from page 5
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Save the
date

join us for the

County 
Christmas Party
on Saturday, December 6th at the

Elk’s Club in Washington!
Cocktail hour will begin at 6 p.m., 
dinner will be served at 7 p.m.,
and dancing will begin at 8 p.m.

Additional details will follow...

Washington County Bar Association
Collecting Suits for People in Need

Cleaning out your closet? October is Pro Bono
Month and the Washington County Bar Association
and Washington County Bar Foundation, in coop-
eration with the Washington City Mission, are spon-
soring a clothing drive on Wednesday, Oct. 22.
Men’s and women’s suits, business attire and busi-
ness-casual clothing are being collected from 9
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the offices of the bar associa-
tion on 119 South College Street, Washington.

In addition to roomier closets, donors will re-
ceive a charitable contribution deduction and a
chance to win raffle prizes. Donations can also be
made directly at the City Mission’s Legal Clinic
Closet at 84 West Wheeling Street, Washington, PA
during regular collection hours.

Vouchers will be provided to eligible non-profit
organizations and attorneys whose low-income
clients may need clothing for court appearances,
interviews or work. With the vouchers, clients will
have access to this special collection area at the
City Mission where the clothing will be available at
no cost. Vouchers are available, on a referral-basis
only, to non-profit organizations and bar associa-
tion members by contacting the bar association or
the city mission. 

Also, Friday, Oct. 17 is the 3rd Annual Pro Bono
Law Day at the City Mission. The bench and bar
(judges and attorneys) can come to the City Mission
and enjoy lunch and receive four Continuing Legal
Education (CLE) Credits on topics like the PA Rules
of Professional Responsibility and Housing Dis-
crimination.  The program is from noon to 4 p.m.
and the cost is $25 and benefits The Legal Clinic at
the City Mission. 

For more information, contact Mary R. Bates,
Esq. the Chief Legal Officer of the Washington City
Mission at mbates@citymission.org or by calling
724-222-8530, or Kathleen L. Sabol, the executive
director of the Washington County Bar Association
at 

Kathy@washcobar.org 

or by calling 

724-225-6710.



If you walk 10,000 steps a day then you will have
walked five miles!  And if you are dedicated to doing
this on a regular basis, you will lose weight, get healthy
and feel better.

Just ask Julie Bailey, the confidential secretary to the
warden at the Washington County Correctional Facility.
She will be the first to tell you that walking works, be-
cause she has been incorporating walking into her
work day, every day for months. For those who want to
follow in her footsteps, you can take her path to success
by walking from the jail to Wheeling Street, going
down to Franklin Street, up Beau Street, across South
Main Street and back down to Wheeling Street. She
makes this loop twice a day, an average of 2,200 steps.

Julie also walks after work, is eating healthier and
practicing portion control. She also participated in the
county’s 10,000 Step Program and has lost a total of 64
pounds!

Because of this
accompl ishment ,
Julie is the county’s
“Poster Employee”
for this year’s 10,000
Step Program!  
Congratulations to
Julie Bailey and the 
correctional facility
for promoting well-
ness and to all 
employees that 
participated in the
walking program.

Be W.E.L.L. and 
Keep Walking!!!!!
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Congratulations to 
“10,000 Steps Poster
Employee” Julie Bailey

by Pat Maxon

On A Personal Note...
Congratulations to Linda Sopiak of the

Treasurer’s Office on the birth of her first
granddaughter Emmy Lynne Dean, who was
born June 19, 2014, to her daughter Kristyn
and Allen Dean. Emmy Lynne was 12 days old
when she made her first visit to Washington
County to see all of her Grandma’s friends and
co-workers. 

Congratulations go out to Christine Johns of
the Treasurer’s Office, who is also a new grand-
mother! Her little granddaughter McKenna
Marie was born on July 23, 2014, to her
daughter Megan. She weighed in at 5 pounds
and was 19 inches long. Grandma reported

that after a few
days at home,
little McKenna
had everyone
trained!
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Washington County
Fall Festival
September 27,2014
Mingo Park

Photos by 
J. Bracken Burns

(Continued on page 10)



Washington County
Fall Festival
September 27,2014
Mingo Park

Photos by 
J. Bracken Burns
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The Annual  Children & Youth Services
Foster Picnic

By Marie Higgins

For many years the Children & Youth Foster
Care Unit has sponsored a summer picnic for
Washington County children who are in foster
care.  CYS invites the biological families of the 
children, their foster parents, special friends and
guests, as well as CYS workers and their families.

This year the picnic was held under cloudy
skies from 5 to 9 p.m. on Friday, July 18, at the
Washington Park Stone Pavilion. 

The menu for
the day consisted of
the usual picnic 
favorites: hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, 
potato salad, maca-
roni salad, assorted
chips, baked beans,
fruit, cookies, cup-
cakes and various
drinks. The CYS
staff planned a lot
of fun activities for
the children, who
enjoyed the nearby

playground, face paint-
ing, balloon animals and
train rides on the
“Gunnar Express.” DJ
Spaz cranked up some
favorite songs, so the
guests could dance the
Twist, the Electric Slide,
the Limbo, and the
Conga. The kids played
with beach toys
and water cannons,
which they were allowed
to keep. The foster par-
ents were also given
restaurant gift cards. 

The CYS Foster Care Unit is grateful to the 
corporate sponsor, Butch’s Rat Hole and Anchor
Service (a gas drilling company), who donated the
hamburgers, hot dogs and ice, and cooked the hot
foods.  In addition, Butch’s Rat Hole brought a train
for the kids to enjoy.   Thanks are also extended to
the CYS staff who helped make the picnic a success
and to the Tencer foster family who donated an 
assortment of 15 cases of Coca Cola products for
our thirsty guests.

Now that
the picnic is
over, the CYS
Foster Care
Unit is busy
planning the
a n n u a l
Ch r i s tma s
party and
foster parent
appreciation
night. 

CYS is always looking for foster parents to help
children in Washington County who are in foster
care.  If you have any questions or need more in-
formation, please call the Foster Care Unit at CYS
at 724-228-6884.  

Commissioner Larry Maggi and his
granddaughter Ava

One of the happy children
at the picnic

CYS Director Kim Rogers holds a baby 
at the picnic

Julie Krofcheck
of CYS and

daughter Lily



Washington
County Fall
Festival’s 

Hay Ride...

Summer Lunch Programs
were a Huge Success!
See you Next Year!

Photo by 
J. Bracken Burns
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County 
Personnel Changes...
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County Personnel Changes from
June 13, 2014 through September 10, 2014 

RESIGNED:
Bakewell, Julie H.C.-Nursing
Banasick, Evan Community Service
Bohince, Ryan H.C.-Maintenance
Bohince, William H.C.-Maintenance
Brown, Jamie Courts-Data Processing
Carroll, Derrick Jail Security
Castagn Richard Sheriff
Decker, Nathaniel Garrett Court Administrator
Fisher,Ashley H.C.-Nursing
France, Jacob Juvenile Probation
Fraysier, Tyler Anthony E&M-Parks
Gattan, Lukas Benjamin Court Administrator
Gorski, Brandon Clifford District Attorney
Hamilton, Zachary H.C.-Maintenance
Hurley,Elena Domestic Relations
Kadash,Ariel Marie Courts-Data Processing
Koroly, Christian Community Service
Leitsch, Robert Gregory Information Technology
Marodi, Abigail Children & Youth Program
McClenathan, Joy H.C.-Nursing  Admin.
McGuier, Daniel H.C.-Nursing
Michaux, Janelle Domestic Relation
Mizia, August John Liquid Fuels
Mizia, Francis Michael Liquid Fuels
Morante, David Domestic Relation
Morris, Jalen H.C.-Maintenance
Nicolella, David E&M-Parks
O’Neil, Joni Children & Youth Program
Oravetz, Max District Attorney
Puskarich, Morgan Justine Clerk of Courts
Reese, Matthew BHDS
Ruffing, Cecilia Kathryn E&M-Parks
Saxer, Ian Domestic Relation
Shaffer, Emily Judge O’Dell-Seneca
Skoda, Michael Emergency Telephone-911
Sprowls, Julia H.C.-Dietary
Taggart, Christine H.C.-Nursing
Tutay, Brandy Emergency Telephone-911
Vizzini, Michael Andrew Court Administrator

RETIRED:
Belleno, Kathleen H.C.-Laundry
Bowman, Harold Public Defender
Konek, Frank Sheriff
Sabatasse, Michael Jail Security
Sarchet, Linda Juvenile Probation
Schmalz, Gloria Recorder of Deeds
Talpas, David Jail Administration
Zacios, Gina Children & Youth Program

NEW HIRES:
Santino Napolitano Booking Center
Donna Steiner C.C.I.S
Tonia Henderson-Sullivan Children & Youth Program
Josselyn Hypes Children & Youth Program
Stephanie Rodgers Children & Youth Program

Do you want to help with County Newsletter articles or taking pho-
tos? Contact Randi Marodi at ext. 6726 or by email at:
marodir@co.washington.pa.us

Jenny Wilson Children & Youth Program
Roberta Loar Court Administrator
Amy Walters D. J. Redlinger
Mark Schmelzlen District Attorney
Lisa Belmont Domestic Relation
Janice Kobert Domestic Relation
Dalene Kelley H.C.-Dietary
Megan Riggs H.C.-Dietary
Zachary Hamilton H.C.-Maintenenance
Jalen Morris H.C.-Maintenenance
Ashley Allen H.C.-Nursing
Krystal Ames H.C.-Nursing
Shannon Anderson H.C.-Nursing
Jena Carlisle H.C.-Nursing
Darla Carroll H.C.-Nursing
Ashley Fisher H.C.-Nursing
Jessica Le H.C.-Nursing
Aubrie LeMasters H.C.-Nursing
Stefanie Lenart H.C.-Nursing
Rebecca Amerriner H.C.-Nursing
Randa Pantalo H.C.-Nursing
Donna Pierce H.C.-Nursing
Richelle Sawyers H.C.-Nursing
Bonnie Young H.C.-Nursing
Chanel Allen Jail Administration
William Cramer Jail Administration
Adrian Fletcher Jail Administration
Jonathon Blednick Jail Security
Kirstie Bruno Jail Security
Nicole Dietrich Jail Security
Travis Gatten Jail Security
Keith Gembarosky Jail Security
Joseph Gilbert, II Jail Security
Patrick Jones Jail Security
Thomas Jordan Jail Security
Melissa Rohland Jail Security
Thomas Wilt Jail Security
Anne Shekletski Judge Costanzo
Amanda Rader Judge Gilman
John Richards Judge O’Dell-Seneca
Jonathan Gould Juvenile Probation
Samantha Holmes Juvenile Probation
Logan McAnany Juvenile Probation
Brooke Plants Juvenile Probation
Stephanie Stimeling Juvenile Probation
Suzanne McCord Law Library
Maria Anne Strnisha Prothonotary
Joseph Janflone Public Defender
Amanda Hornak Recorder of Deeds
Anthony E. Andronas Sheriff
Ronald Catrain Sheriff
Edward Cochran Sheriff
Kellylynn Linn Tax Revenue



Washington County Washington County

Highlights Highlights
Vol. 11 Issue 3
October, 2014

100 West Beau Street, Suite 702
Washington, PA  15301

County Newsletter Staff: 
Randi Marodi,Commissioner Shober’s Office
Marie Higgins, CYS
Mary Helicke,Chief Clerk
Pat Maxon,Human Resources
Melanie Thomas-Finney,Planning
Wes Parry,Elections
Amanda Elyanoff,Purchasing
J. Bracken Burns,Retired County Commissioner
Joyce Thornburg,Commissioners’ Office


