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						Tim	Kimmel,	the	administrator	of	the	Washington	County	Health	Center	
and	director	of	Human	Services,	discovered	 that	he	has	a	 lot	of	 friends	 in	
the	county	–	and	many	of	them	proved	it	by	putting	on	lime	green	t-shirts	
and	traveling	to	Pittsburgh.		
	
						Tim,	who	was	diagnosed	with	lymphoma	in	May	of	this	year,	is	waging	a	
battle	 with	 strength	 and	 fortitude	 against	 this	 horrible	 disease.	When	 his	
co-workers	 found	 out	 about	 his	 diagnosis	 and	 the	 grueling	 chemotherapy	
treatments,	they	jumped	in	to	offer	their	support.	
	
						Becky	 Skrabski,	 the	 clinical	 dietician	 at	 the	 health	 center	 who	
spearheaded	a	fundraising	campaign,	said	she	does	a	lot	of	walks	and	runs	
for	charities	and	is	familiar	with	these	types	events.	
	
						“When	 he	 was	 diagnosed	 I	 looked	 to	 see	 if	 there	 was	 anything	 that	
supported	 that	 cause	and	 it	 just	 so	happened	 that	 the	 timing	was	perfect	
and	there	was	a	walk	 (for	 the	Leukemia	&	Lymphoma	Society)	 in	October,	
when	he	was	in	the	middle	of	treatment.	We	decided	to	move	forward	with	
organizing	a	team.”	

By:	Randi	Ross	Marodi	

Tim’s Tornadoes Raises over $5,000 for 
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society in 

Support of Tim Kimmel 
						Retirement	 Parties	were	 held	
for	 Prothontary	 Phyllis	 Ranko	
Matheny	 and	 Clerk	 of	 Courts	
Barbara	Gibbs	 in	December.	 The	
ladies,	 who	 will	 officially	 be	
retired	at	 the	end	of	 the	month,	
were	 honored	 by	 the	
Commissioners	 and	 were	 the	
guests	of	honor	at	parties	hosted	
by	 their	 office	 staff.	 Phyllis	 has	
worked	 for	 the	 county	 for	 38	
years	 and	 has	 been	 an	 elected	
official	 for	 20	 of	 those	 years.	
Barbara	 has	 served	 eight	 terms	
as	 the	 Clerk	 of	 Courts	 and	 has	
been	employed	by	the	county	for	
54	 years.	 Their	 professionalism	
and	 dedication	 has	 had	 a	
profound	 impact	 on	 the	 day-to-
day	 operations	 of	 the	
courthouse.	 They	 will	 be	 truly	
missed.	
	

Washington County 
Highlights 

Goodbye,		
Phyllis	&	Barb!	

Tim’s	Tornadoes	–	The	Health	Center	Team:	Pictured	from	the	left:	Jackie	Miller,	D’Ann	St.	John,	
Rosella	Ealy,	Michelle	Manni,	Cathy	Lonick,	Candy	Craft,	Debbie	Geisler,	Amber	Wilson,	Tim	Kimmel,	
Karen	Mruk,	Vickie	Carlisle,	Julie	Pattison,	Angela	Smith,	Becky	Skrabski,	Melody	Corbett,	Betty	Lou	

Lewis,	Tara	Little	and	Laura	Shaner.	
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	(Continued…)						
						Those	 who	 joined	 the	 team	 dubbed	 themselves	 “Tim’s	 Tornadoes,”	
taking	their	inspiration	from	the	name	of	one	of	Tim’s	favorite	karate	kicks.		
They	 designed	 a	 t-shirt,	 which	 they	 sold	 to	 help	 raise	 money	 for	 the	
Leukemia	&	Lymphoma	Society.	The	Commissioners	approved	the	proposal	
allowing	 those	who	purchased	a	 t-shirt	 to	wear	 it	 to	work	on	Oct.	 8.	 That	
same	night	over	60	people	from	Washington	County	traveled	to	Heinz	Field	
in	Pittsburgh	to	participate	in	the	walk.	
	
						“It	 was	 a	wonderful	 evening,”	 Becky	 said.	 “Our	 team	 total	 was	 $5,745	
and	 we	 ranked	 18th	 out	 of	 283	 teams	 for	 the	 Pittsburgh	 Chapter	 for	
fundraising.”	
	
						Tim	is	overwhelmed	by	the	support	he	has	received	from	the	county.	
	
						“It	was	just	incredible	to	have	more	than	60	people	drive	to	Pittsburgh	to	
show	their	support	and	be	a	part	of	Tim’s	Tornadoes,”	he	said.	“I	was	just	in	
awe	 the	 entire	 evening	 and	 it	 was	 certainly	 unexpected,	 but	 greatly	
appreciated.	The	 level	of	support	and	prayers	 from	the	county	employees	
has	 just	 been	 amazing	 and	 I	 can’t	 express	 enough	 appreciation	 to	 the	
county	 commissioners	 and	 the	 county	 employees	 for	 helping	 me	 get	
through	this	unexpected	experience.	I’m	very	fortunate	to	be	associated	
with	such	great	people.”	

	
						In	mid-December,	Tim	was	preparing	for	the	next	phase	of	his	treatment.	
	
						“Well,	 I’m	 happy	 to	 report	 that	 my	 cancer	 is	 in	 remission	 and	 I	 have	
taken	a	number	of	pre-transplant	tests	and	I	have	been	cleared	medically	to	
move	 forward	 with	 the	 stem	 cell	 transplant.	 That	 process	 will	 begin	 next	
week,”	he	said	on	Dec.	15.	“They	have	to	collect	3	million	of	my	stem	cells	
and	 freeze	 them	 and	 then	 put	me	 in	 the	 hospital	 (Shadyside)	 in	 isolation.	
They	will	give	me	six	days	of	intensive	chemotherapy	to	kill	all	of	my	blood	
cells	and	then	they	will	 follow	that	
by	 reintroducing	 my	 own	 stem	
cells	that	they	have	collected.”	
	
						This	 intense	 procedure	 will	
require	a	hospital	stay	of	three	to	
six	weeks,	but	he	has	 faith	 that	 it	
will	help	him	win	the	battle.	
	
						“It	 increases	the	chance	of	the	
cancer	 never	 returning	 from	 five	
percent	 to	 30	 percent,	which	 is	 a	
good	 jump	 for	 me	 and	 its	 well	
worth	it,”	he	said.	

		
		

Tim’s	Tornadoes	-	Courthouse	Square	Campus	
Team:	Front	row;	from	the	left:	Marie	Trossman,	
Joyce	Thornburg,	Irene	Reese,	John	&	Joy	Orndoff.	
Middle	row:	Denise	Skoczylas,	Susan	Meighen,	Lisa	
Cessna,	April	Jones,	Mary	Helicke,	Jane	Zupancic,	
Linda	Kowalewski	and	Dee-Dee	Blosnich-Gooden.	

Back	row:	Sara	Huggins,	Sherri	Taddeo,	Holly	Dames,	
Paula	Jansante,	Julie	Bailey	and	Caroline	Sinchar.	 2	

Tim’s	Tornadoes	-	Housekeeping	Team:	From	the	left:	
Cindy	McCartney,	Bosco	Dezardo,	Barbara	Maglea,	

Patrick	Susil,	Natalie	Mazza	and	
Angie	Haberthier.	
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The Annual Employee Christmas Party:  
Food, Drinks, Dancing &  

Interesting Photos 

						The	Washington	Elks	Lodge	was	
the	 place	 to	 be	 on	 the	 second	
Saturday	 of	 December,	 because	 it	
was	 the	 venue	 for	 the	 annual	
Washington	 County	 Employee	
Christmas	Party.	
	
						Every	 year,	 this	 festive	 party	
that	 trumps	 all	 parties,	 is	
sponsored	 and	 planned	 by	 the	
county’s	 activities	 committee.	 It	
includes	 great	 food	 and	 drinks,	
dancing,	 a	 chance	 to	 celebrate	 the	
holidays	 with	 co-workers,	 retirees	
and	guests,	and	the	opportunity	to	
win	some	great	prizes.		
	
						This	year,	the	party	atmosphere	
was	 enhanced	 by	 the	 first-ever	
Washington	 County	 Employee	
Photo	 Booth.	 Well,	 a	 picture	 is	
worth	 a	 thousand	 words,	 so	 a	
sampling	 of	 these	 photos	 should	
provide	 you	 with	 enough	
information	 to	 determine	 whether	
or	 not	 the	 photo	 booth	 was	 a	
success.		
	
						If	 you	 didn’t	 attend	 this	 year’s	
party,	and	that	makes	you	feel	a	bit	
sad,	 you	 need	 to	 make	 plans	 to	
attend	 next	 year.	 So,	 when	 you	
crack	open	your	2016	 calendar,	 be	
sure	 to	 circle	 the	 second	 Saturday	
in	 December.	 And,	 remember,	 the	
photo	booth	will	be	there!	
	

	

Photo Booth Fun 

3	

The	Information	Technology	department	knows	how	to	party!	

	

	Good	Friends	having	fun!	

	

	Marie	Higgins	and	Deb	Chapman	enjoying	the	party!	

	

	Lisa	Carpenter	and	Linda	and	Greg	Sopiak		
enjoying	the	festivities!	

Jeff	and	Debbie	Rutan	

Commissioner	Harlan	G.	Shober	and	
his	wife	Jackie	

Michelle	Bell,	Tami	Sedunov	and		
Fran	Czernecki	
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						On	November	18,	Washington	County	hosted	its	first	GIS	Day,	also	known	
as:	 Geographic	 Information	 System	 Day.	 	 Presenters	 included	 Christopher	
Jon	 Jursa,	 GIS	 Systems	Manager	 for	Washington	 County,	 Jason	 Theakston	
from	 the	 Planning	 Commission,	 Erik	 Sheldon	 from	 Tax	 Assessment,	 Onilee	
Gray	 from	 Tax	 Revenue,	 and	 Cort	McCombs,	 Chris	 Jaros,	 and	 Evan	 Schoss	
from	 Southwestern	 Pennsylvania	 Commission	 (SPC).	 	 Representatives	 from	
municipalities,	 county	 agencies	 and	 departments,	 university	 students,	 and	
regional	 entities	 attended	 the	 event.	 	 In	 all,	 16	 attendees	 came	 for	 the	
morning	and	afternoon	sessions.		Here	is	a	list	of	represented	entities:	
	

SPC	
Community	Action	Southwest	

Redevelopment	Authority	of	the	County	of	Washington	
Washington	County	Chamber	of	Commerce	

Washington	and	Jefferson	College	
Widmer	Engineering	Inc.	
Fallowfield	Township	

North	Strabane	Township	
Peters	Township	
Charleroi	Borough	

	
						The	morning	session	was	geared	towards	the	county	and	local	agencies.		
Christopher	Jon	Jursa	conducted	a	“GIS	101”	presentation,	which	discussed	
basic	 GIS	 concepts,	 then	 shifted	 to	 more	 advanced	 functions	 and	
capabilities.	 	After	 the	presentation	concluded,	various	departments	of	 the	
county	had	stations	set	up	for	a	breakout	session,	where	discussions	on	how	
the	county	can	integrate	GIS	into	various	departments	commenced.	
	
						The	afternoon	 session	was	aimed	at	discussions	with	municipal	officials	
and	 regional	 agencies.	 	 Each	 department	 gave	 a	 presentation,	 beginning	
with	 Christopher	 Jon	 Jursa	 presenting	 GIS	 101	 again,	 and	 then	 each	
presenter	explaining	what	their	department	uses	GIS	applications	for.		Jason	
Theakston	explained	what	the	County	Planning	Commission	 is	and	how	GIS	
is	 used,	Onilee	Gray	 explained	how	Tax	Revenue	uses	 Pictometry,	 another	
GIS	application,	to	post	delinquent	properties,	and	Erik	Sheldon	showed	how	
Tax	 Assessment	 uses	 Pictometry	 to	 verify	 property	 information	 for	 Tax	
Assessment.	 	 Cort	 McCombs,	 Chris	 Jaros,	 and	 Evan	 Schoss	 concluded	 the	
presentations	by	showing	what	the	SPC	uses	GIS	for	in	their	various	studies.		
After	 presentations	 were	 completed,	 an	 open	 discussion	 was	 conducted	
with	 attendees	 about	what	 they	 could	 use	GIS	 for	 in	 their	 operations	 and	
also	how	the	county	and	region	could	support	their	efforts.			
	
						Washington	 County’s	 GIS	 Day	 was	 considered	 a	 great	 success.	 	 All	
attendees	 had	 positive	 feedback	 on	 the	 event,	 and	 the	 staff	 involved	 had	
great	presentations.		Washington	County	looks	forward	to	holding	future	GIS	
events	for	GIS	Day.	

						For	 32	 years,	 musicians	 from	
area	 schools	 have	 performed	 as	
part	 of	 the	 Christmas	 at	 the	
Courthouse	 Concert	 Series.	
Courthouse	 employees	 and	 those	
who	 are	 visiting	 during	 the	month	
of	 December	 are	 treated	 to	
wonderful	 performances	 that	 fill	
the	 building	 with	 holiday	 cheer.	
Pictured	 here	 are	members	 of	 the	
choir	 and	 jazz	 ensemble	 from	
Chartiers-Houston	 High	 School.	
After	 the	 performances,	 the	
students	were	treated	to	pizza	and	
soft	 drinks.	 The	 program	 is	
organized	 each	 year	 by	 the	
county’s	 parks	 and	 recreation	
department.	
	

“We	Wish	You	a	
Merry	Christmas	&	

A	Happy	New	
Year!”	

By:	Jason	Theakston	
GIS Day Recap 
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						On	Thursday,	October	29,	2015,	 the	5th	 floor	of	Courthouse	
Square	got	into	the	Halloween	spirit	by	kicking	off	a	Halloween	
potluck	luncheon	for	the	Children	&	Youth	staff	with	a	frightfully	
good	assortment	of	food	and	lots	of	treats	for	dessert.	
	
						Some	 staff	 members	 decorated	 their	 offices	 or	 doors	 to	
reflect	 a	 Halloween	 theme,	 while	 many	 others	 dressed	 up	 in	
creative	 Halloween	 costumes	 that	 included	 minions,	 a	 storm	
trooper	and	some	of	the	Wizard	of	Oz	gang.		
	
						At	the	end	of	the	work	day,	everyone	got	their	candy	ready	
for	the	swarm	of	eager	children	who	were	dressed	in	costumes	
and	ready	for	some	serious	trick-or-treating.	Foster	families	and	
CYS	workers	were	encouraged	 to	bring	 their	 children	 for	a	 fun	
and	safe	way	to	go	trick-or-	treating.			

CYS	Halloween	Trick-or-Treating:	
A	Hauntingly	Good	Time	

	

By:	Marie	Higgins	

Washington County Fall Fest: 
Great Time & Great Value  

						Washington	County	held	its	annual	Fall	Festival	on	
Saturday,	Sept.	26	at	Mingo	Park.		The	day	ended	up	
being	a	perfect	autumn	day,	which	was	both	cool	and	
sunny.	The	result	was	a	great	turnout	of	guests.	
	
						Washington	County	employees,	families	and	their	

guests	were	able	to	enjoy	the	great	outdoors.	There	was	
the	traditional	circular	seating	arrangement	of	lawn	chairs,	and	nearby	picnic	tables,	which	encouraged	conversation	and	
relaxation.		The	Saddle	Tramps	provided	a	mixture	of	country,	classic	rock,	and	traditional	favorites	until	evening.	
	
						In	addition	to	the	great	conversation	and	the	entertainment,	there	was	an	assortment	of	tasty	food,	catered	by	
Lagerheads	of	Coal	Center,	that	included	pulled	pork,	short	ribs,	fried	chicken,	chili,	baked	beans,	macaroni	and	cheese,	
hot	dogs,	salad,	fruit,	pasta	salad,	desserts	and	beverages.	Activities	for	the	children	included	face	painting,	pumpkin	
decorating,	hot	pumpkin	(instead	of	hot	potato),	and	a	donut	eating	contest.	There	was	tractor-pulled	hayride	
throughout	the	afternoon	for	adults	and	kids	alike	to	enjoy.		Commissioners	Larry	Maggi,	Diana	Irey	Vaughan	and	Harlan	
Shober	attended	the	festival	and	all	three,	along	with	many	others,	donated	prizes	that	included	a	bicycle,	gift	baskets	
and	gift	cards.		Unfortunately,	cloudy	skies	put	a	damper	at	the	end	on	the	star	gazing	party	at	the	observatory.	The	
newsletter	staff	would	like	to	thank	the	activities	committee	for	all	the	work	they	put	forth	in	planning	this	wonderful	
event.		
	
						The	Fall	Festival	is	always	a	great	family-friendly	event	that	is	fun,	inexpensive,	and	enjoyed	by	all	who	attend.		We	
look	forward	to	seeing	you	there	next	year!		Be	there	or	be	square!	

By:	Marie	Higgins	

Kate	Grant	and	her	son	Gunner.	 pg.	 5	
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Byline[Insert	Name]	

						The	Washington	County	Department	of	Parks	and	Recreation	will	be	accepting	Live	Christmas	trees	for	recycling	after	
the	holiday	season	at	Mingo	and	Cross	Creek	Parks.	Christmas	trees	will	be	accepted	January,	2	-	25,	2016.	The	recycled	
trees	will	be	used	to	improve	fish	habitat	at	Cross	Creek	County	Park.	
	
						Christmas	 trees	can	be	dropped	off	during	park	hours	at	both	parks.	The	Cross	Creek	drop-off	point	will	be	 in	 the	
boat	 trailer	 parking	 lot,	 and	 the	 drop-off	 point	 at	Mingo	 Creek	 Park	 will	 be	 the	 Shelter	 1	 Parking	 Lot.	 The	 drop	 off	
locations	will	be	clearly	marked.	
	

Mingo	Creek	Park	is	12	miles	east	of	Washington.	
	

Cross	Creek	Park	is	located	off	Route	50	near	Rea.	
	

Please	contact	the	Washington	County	Planning	Commission	at	724-228-6811	with	any	questions.	

Recycle Your Live Christmas Trees 

	Jody	Saint,	Greg	Javens,	Sally	Mox	and	Linda	Kowalewski	

	

Brittani	Berkeley,	Azure	Hixenbaugh,	Taylor	Welsh,		
Frances	Clark	and	Jennifer	Wolfe	

	Katrina	McBride,	Maureen	Griffin,	Kimberly	Rogers,	Dee-Dee	Blosnich-Gooden	and	Jody	Saint	

	

(Continued…)						
							The	CYS	staff	would	like	to	thank	everyone	who	decorated,	baked,	
dressed	in	a	costume,	brought	candy	or	treats	and	participated	in	any	
way	 to	 make	 this	 event	 a	 graveyard	 smash.	 One	 satisfied	 trick-or-
treater	 said,	 “Where	 else	 can	 you	 get	 so	 much	 candy	 with	 so	 little	
effort?		Sign	me	up	again	next	year!”	
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New Hires:  
Sept. 9 – Nov. 30, 2015 

Melissa	Aberegg	–	BHDS	
Kyrie	Anderson	–	Jail	Security	
Janette	Barni	–	Health	Center	/	Dietary	
Amanda	Behanna	–	Health	Center	/	Nursing	
Matthew	Boardley	–	Juvenile	Probation	
Jeannie	Bruce	–	Children	&	Youth	
Monica	Chmiel	–	District	Attorney	
Kelly	Colussy	–	Jail	Security	
Tammie	Dadum	–	D.J.	Weller	
Kimberly	Decker	-	Aging	
Hannah	Ealy	–	Adult	Probation	
Norman	Forgues	–	Children	&	Youth	
Donald	Gable,	Jr.	–	Jail	Security	
Linda	Giannopoulos	–	Children	&	Youth	
Jocelyn	Glace	–	Children	&	Youth	
Samantha	Glawinski	–	Jail	Security	
Ethan	Donovan	Gordon	–	Health	Center	/	Dietary	
Whitney	Groscost	–	Children	&	Youth	
Shawn	Inghram	–	Jail	Security	
Dieon	Irey	–	Jail	Security	
Gregory	Javens	–	Children	&	Youth	
Thomas	Keller	–	Jail	Security	
Kyle	Kohlbacher	–	Adult	Probation	
Jessica	Le	–	Health	Center	/	Nursing	
Nicholette	Lunner	–	Jail	Administration	
Amanda	Manko	–	Juvenile	Probation	
Ronald	Markle	–	Jail	Administration	
Douglas	Matthews	–	Health	Center	/	Nursing	
Joelle	McWreath	–	Controller	
Jordan	Merashoff	–	Tax	Revenue	
Bryan	Miller	–	Health	Center	/Dietary	
Sarah	Miller	–	Jail	Security	
Alicia	Neal	–	Children	&	Youth	
Lora	O’Neil	–	Children	&	Youth	
Joseph	Pakish	–	Jail	Security	
Tyler	Pape	–	Jail	Security	
Melissa	Smoody	–	Voter	Registration	
Amanda	Spartz	–	Children	&	Youth	
Patrick	Vaina	–	Children	&	Youth	
Sean	Walters	–	Domestic	Relations	
Zachary	Webb	–	Juvenile	Probation		
Kenneth	Zites	–	Children	&	Youth	
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Courtney	Bonner	–	Children	&	Youth	
Stephanie	Brown	–	Health	Center	/	Nursing	
Joseph	Carroll	–	District	Attorney	
Keith	Gembarosky	–	Jail	Security	
Jay	Green	–	Jail	Administration	
Sharon	Harmon	–	Judge	DiSalle	
Amy	Hurey	–	Health	Center/	Dietary	
Dieon	Irey	–	Jail	Security	
Thomas	Keller	–	Jail	Security	
Tracy	Lahew	–	Health	Center	/	Nursing	Administration	
George	Liptak,	Jr.	–	Health	Center/Dietary	
James	Michelucci	–	Jail	Security	
Sarah	Miller	–	Jail	Security	
Michele	Myler–	Children	&	Youth	
Marsha	O’Hare	–	Heath	Center	/	Nursing	
Joseph	Pakish	–	Jail	Security	
Trudy	Polonoli	–	Public	Safety	
Eliza	Pushey	–	Health	Center	/	Nursing	
Stephenie	Rodgers	–	Children	&	Youth	
Denise	Skoczylas	-	Planning	
Warren	Sullivan	–	Children	&	Youth	
John	Stout	-	FITS	
Charlotte	Turner	–	Tax	Revenue	
Trischa	Winters	–	Health	Center	/	Nursing	
Becky	Wise	–	Health	Center	/	Nursing	
Deanna	Yee	–	Children	&	Youth	
Kenneth	Zites		–	Children	&	Youth	
	

Resignations:  
Sept. 11 – Nov. 30, 2015 



 

	

	

Washington County 
100 West Beau Street 
Washington, PA 15301 

Washington County 
Highlights 

Randi	Ross	Marodi,	Editor,	Commissioner	Shober’s	Office	
Abbey	Rugola,	Production	Editor,	Planning		
Stacey	Allen,	Adult	Probation	
J.	Bracken	Burns,	Retired	County	Commissioner	
Jason	Theakston,	Planning	
Jeff	Donahue,	Parks	&	Recreation	
Mike	Edgar,	Human	Resources	

Mary	Helicke,	Chief	Clerk	
Marie	Higgins,	Children	&	Youth	Services	
Pat	Maxon,	Human	Resources	
Regina	Osko,	Human	Resources		
Wes	Parry,	Elections	
Laura	Radcliff,	Correctional	Facility	
Sandy	Sabot,	Child	Care	Information	Services	
Cindy	Zubchevich,	Health	Center	

Newsletter Staff: 

If	you	are	interested	in	writing	an	article	or	taking	photos	for	the	Washington	County	newsletter,	
contact	Randi	Ross	Marodi	at	724-228-6726	


