
in traditional Victorian outfits.   For several hours, Mr. and
Mrs. Olsen sang all of our favorite Christmas tunes and
played the banjo and guitar for us.  At the right

moment, they sang a welcoming song, “Here
Comes Santa Claus”, as Santa made his

grand entrance.  The highlight of the
night was reflected in the voices

of excited children when
Santa Claus, Mrs. Claus,

and his helpful elf arrived.
Each child had the
opportunity to sit on
Santa’s lap, tell him
what he or she wanted
for Christmas, and get a
photo taken with Santa.

Santa had kind words,
gifts, and candy canes for

all of the kids to enjoy.
Many of the children gave

Santa ornaments, drawings, and
artwork they had made.

Foster parents’ names were drawn for prizes.
Sarris candy bars and poinsettias made nice parting
gifts for children and their families to take home. 

At the end of the
night, Santa wished a
Merry Christmas to all and
to all a good night!

CYS is grateful to our corporate 
sponsors and the employees and 
volunteers who worked hard to make this
a special day for our children. 

“Up on the housetop click, click, click.  Down
through the chimney (or should I say the main doors at
Julian’s Banquet Hall) comes good St. Nick.”

On Thursday, December 6, 2012 at 6:00
p.m.  Washington County CYS held its
annual Christmas party for children
in foster care, their families and
our many CYS neighbors and
friends.  The room was festive
with a large, bright, shining
Christmas tree, and red and
green tablecloths. The sounds
of children’s laughter and
excitement filled the air.
Beautiful red poinsettias were
plentiful and added the 
finishing touch to set the
holiday mood and open up the
festivities of the Christmas season.   

There was a plentiful, buffet  dinner
which included: chicken tenders, salad,
green beans, rolls, ham, carrots, macaroni and
cheese, and of course, lots of cake.  This family, fun-
filled event offered something for everyone.

We had craft tables set up for the kids to color, make
their own
Christmas-
themed picture,
or custom
design

Christmas tree ornaments and
decorations. Walt and Susie
Olsen provided the musical 
entertainment and were dressed 

Annual CYS Foster Christmas Party
By Marie Higgins
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A 2013 that is better than 2012
was…(Anonymous 1)

I would like to see my son finally get a job and
be happy again.  Even though our children are
adults, we still worry about them.  This is the best
Christmas gift I could hope for.  Happiness for him
and good will to others who may be in the same
situation…(Anonymous 2)

Thanks to all who responded to our query for
Christmas wishes. Although we aren’t children
anymore, the holiday spirit is alive and well
among Washington County employees, and the
common thread of our respondents called for
peace, contentment, good health and financial sta-
bility. May it all be so!...Merry Christmas from
Sandy Sabot, editor, and the “Highlights” writers
and contributors!

“All I want for Christmas is My Daddy”

----- song w/Lloyd Snow/Buck Owens

Health and Happiness for my family and
friends…(Kelly Ward)

I would like to have peace, good will, good
health for all my family and friends, and a new year
filled with good things for my retirement…
(Deborah DeStefano)

A winning lottery ticket for a large amount to
share with all my family and friends…(Debra
Richey)

Our CCIS office & family has been struggling
recently with very serious illnesses, and sadly, the
loss of our Assistant Director’s husband, Roland
Holsopple.  These events have shaken CCIS to its
core.  My Christmas wish is healing for anyone who
is facing illness or emotional distress - may gentle
peace wash over them and their families.  May God
bless them and watch over the ill as they continue
to receive treatment.  On behalf of CCIS, I would
like to wish all of our fellow Washington County
employees and their families a blessed and peace-
ful holiday…(Gina Steranko)

God’s Love and Peace…(Jannie Simonelli)
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“All I want for Christmas is...”
By Irene Farabee

The Christmas Tree

at the Courthouse being

raised to its annual position

on the front steps.



treatment either to home or short term rehab. At
the county health center, Batley said many people
came in as “rehab patients and have the 
opportunity to return home while others suffer life-
changing illnesses which required long term 
nursing care. These individuals then become part
of the extended family of residents at the center.
We got to know the patients, their families, and
others as anyone else you spend a lot of time with
each day or week. Providing services to those in
need is a very rewarding situation.”

A dog lover, Debbie enjoys spending free time
with two four-footed friends, Asha and Grace, her
Cocker Spaniels. Asha, 2 years old, and Grace, an
11-month old, moved in shortly after she retired.
Prior to adopting those two dogs, she had had a
Cocker Spaniel named Satin for 15 ½ years. “I 
didn’t know what to do when I lost her. I was
heartsick. All my friends urged me to get another
Cocker Spaniel right away and the way it worked
out, I ended up with two!” she said.  “I guess they
will keep each other company when I’m not
home.” 

Debbie thanked the present and past County
Administrations for giving her the 
opportunity to touch so many lives within her
career. “The time not only provided me with time
to grow as a person, but also watch many other
fantastic people do the same. Working at the
health center truly enriched my life and provided
me with the opportunity to develop both short
lived and long standing relationships with 
residents, their families, and co-workers within the
County System, and other community agencies.”
As one friend and co-worker told her, “The County
will always have a place in my heart.” As she starts
on her new life’s journey, Debbie said, “My wish
to all is good health and happiness.” 

“Retirement” so far is enjoyable for the long-
time Social Services Director of the county’s Health
Center. Debbie Batley, of Millsboro, has traded in
her full-time position of more than 32 years at the
health center (with earlier jaunts at the Domestic
Relations and Aging Services offices, giving her 36
and a half years as a Washington County employee)
for a part-time position. 

Currently Debbie is working 2-3 days a week
for Advanced Surgical in North Franklin Township
(near the Wild Things stadium). “At the Health
Center, I oversaw four departments, including
Social Services, Admissions, Marketing, and the
Adult Day Services program. Needless to say my
days were very full. At Advanced, many of my
duties are dealing directly with patients and 
families, such as providing assistance in arranging
for their discharge destination. It is the same in
many ways as the Health Center, but also very 
different.” Batley said.

She is now using more time to get together with
family and friends. “Working with the staff for all
those years for 8 hours a day or more, you become
like a family. You know when things are not going
well for each other, or when there is something to
be happy and celebrate. They do become part of
your extended family. I worked together with 
several people for 15-20 years.”  She plans to
remain close to her former work family.

Although she officially retired in October,
Debbie took no real time off to get bored. She 
started her part-time position the Monday after the
Friday she retired. When asked why she didn’t just
stop working, she replied, “I like to be busy and I
enjoy working with people. This position is giving
me the opportunity to stay busy and continue to
work with people. I’m doing social service work
and acting as a community liaison. After having
spent all those years at the health center, I know a
lot of people and that will assist in this position.”

Debbie saw many changes in long term care
and short-term care from her more than three
decades at the health center. “Many people today
only spend a few days recovering from a surgical
procedure that used to require weeks in the health
center. Insurance changes have caused changes in
the lengths of stay and types of care services 
provided.” She said. Her new position sees a more
fluid population of people coming and going for
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Retirement from the County isn’t the end of 
working for One

By Sandy Sabot

Larry Maggi, Debbie Batley, Diana Irey Vaughan,

and Harlan G. Shober, Jr.
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November arrived and was over with a blink of
an eye, however we can’t leave it out of the 
picture.   A very exciting field trip to Soldiers and
Sailors Museum in Pittsburgh was enjoyed by 
several of our veterans.   The day was planned by
Kelly McGowan, Recreation Specialist and then to
add to the excitement of the day……..lunch at
Station Square!   What a great time for everyone!
Some other events were a Bingo Bash, Hot
Chocolate Party, Wheel of Fortune game and of
course Thanksgiving Day Dinner with turkey and
all the trimmings!   Everyone agreed there was
plenty to be thankful for this year.

As we end of the year of 2012… look out
for  December….there’s tons of holiday surprises
in store…parties, carolers, shopping, baking, gifts
and of course a visit from SANTA!  We suggest you
be on your best behavior and Happy 2013 from 
everyone at the WASHINGTON COUNTY
HEALTH CENTER!

As usual, things have been quite busy at the
Washington County Health Center.   The summer
months brought lots of outdoor activities including
picnics, concerts on the patio, art workshops and
field trips.  As autumn arrived, our thoughts turned
to Steeler pep rallies, “school day” activities and
harvest time.   The table gardens were decorated
with pumpkins, dried vines and scarecrows.
Beautiful pumpkins were carved for Halloween
with 3 South staff having the winning entry in the
pumpkin carving contest.   Their “hamburger”
pumpkin brought rave reviews!   Also, over 200
children visited the facility on the annual “trick or
treat” day.  The residents, staff and family members
distributed plenty of candy to all the little visitors.

It was hats off to Mr. Leonard Wishtart, a 
resident on 3 South.  Mr. Wishtart, 89 years young,
won several awards for his photography throughout
his life, so during the first week of October, his 
photographs were on display in the main lobby of
the facility.   Not only residents, staff and families
enjoyed the viewing, but many people from the
community visited the facility and attended the
“Encore Reception” that was held for him on Friday
evening, October 5, 2012.   It was a memorable
event!  Just like an art gallery in New York City!!!!
Thank you , Leonard for sharing your talent with us!

Activities Keep Us Going
By Cindy Zubchevich

Leonard Wishtart



spring.  In March, returning Chipping Sparrows can
be rather common visitors to feeding stations.   

What’s the difference between these six sparrows?
White-crowned Sparrows have striped white and
brown crowns and a pink bill, the White-throated
Sparrow is similar to the White-crowned Sparrow
possessing a white and brown crown, but the
White-throated Sparrow has a bright yellow spot
between the bill and the eye, and the white in the
crown is less brilliant than the White-crowned
Sparrow.  The Field Sparrow and Tree Sparrow are
both rusty-capped sparrows, the Field Sparrow has
a pink bill and a buffy white chest and throat with

no markings, Tree Sparrows
are similar to Field Sparrows,
however there is a black spot
on the chest. Song Sparrows

display a mottled
streaked cap
on top of their
heads and a
heavily brown
streaked breast.

The Chipping Sparrow has bright, rusty brown cap
and a black eye stripe.  

What of the other LBBs?
A few of these LLBs are
introduced as invasive species.
There are English Sparrows,
which are technically not
sparrows, but rather Weaver
Finches. These birds were 
introduced to North American by the Europeans
and compete with native, cavity-nesting birds for
sites. Male English Sparrows have a large black
throat patch, females are nothing more than dusky
brown birds with a faint brown eye stripe.  Female
House Finches are LBBs. The red-purple males are

Those who feed birds in the winter months are
quite familiar with the colorful birds that visit 
winter feeders in the area. Tiny black and white
chickadees, slate gray Tufted Titmice, blue-gray
White Breasted Nuthatches, olive green
Goldfinches, purple-raspberry male House Finches,
bright red Cardinals, Red-bellied, Downey and
Hairy Woodpeckers are all common visitors that
brighten a cold, wet winter day.  But, what about
the other less colorful, non-descript ones — the 
little brown birds or sputzies, as some call them?  

Sputzies or spatzies is a
generic term used in western
PA to refer to these tiny little
birds, but they do however
have names. Some of these
LBBs are year-round residents,
other migrate from the north
to winter here in Washington
County.

Sparrows make up a large
percentage of birds we refer to as sputzies. They
appear to be nothing more than little brown birds.
Closer inspection will reveal discernible 
differences, even to the naked eye. In Washington
County Song Sparrows and White-throated
Sparrows can be daily visitors at bird feeders. Like
most sparrows, these birds will not eat directly on
the feeder, but are comfortable scratching the
ground searching for seeds. Field Sparrows are
occasional visitors in rural
areas and during harsh
winters look for American
Tree Sparrows. In October
and April, White-crowned
Sparrows visit bird feeders
as they pass through
heading south in the fall
and returning north in the
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Little Brown Birds a/k/a LBB’s and Sputzies
By Jeff Donahue

House Finch

White throated sparrow

White crowned sparrow

male

female

Field Sparrow
(above)
American Tree
Sparrow (right)

Chipping Sparrow

English
Sparrow
(right)

female

male



Do You Have Some New Year’s Resolutions to Get More Involved?
1. ) Communicate more with everyone by writing for “Highlights.” More than a tweet

or an e-mail, you can write an entire story!
2.) Share great photos of special events, office news, etc. with your co-workers and friends

by submitting them to “Highlights”.
If you’d like to write or take photos, join the county newsletter staff.  Contact editor Sandy

Sabot at ext. 6031 to find out how you can get involved!  Happy New Year!

In the last 20 years,
Carolina Wrens have
become more common 
during the winter months in
Southwestern PA. Some
speculate that the milder
winter temperatures allow
certain birds to expand their
year-round range further
north. Proponents of this 
theory point to birds like Carolina Wrens and the
Northern Mockingbirds.  Carolina Wrens, while not
seed eaters, can be attracted to winter bird feeding
stations with pie crust and bits of cheese. These
stout little LLBs are quickly identified by their
plump bodies and cocked upright tail. Another LLB
that loiters around the feeder, but does not actually
eat bird seed is the Brown Creeper. Often in winter

months, birds form
multi-species winter
flocks. These flocks
assist in locating
food sources and
provide protection

from predators. Brown Creepers often associate
with loose flocks of winter birds. Look beyond the
feeder at the nearby tree trunks for a tiny brown
bird, spiraling up the tree bark. Creepers feed much
like woodpeckers however they don’t peck wood
but rather search the nooks and crannies of the tree
bark for dormant insects, spiders and egg cases. 

Regardless of the time of year, the bird 
population can be easily tracked with the 
knowledge of the LLBs who frequent our area. 

distinguishable; the females
however display no bright
colors. They are heavily
streaked, brown gray birds.
Male and female House
Finches feed in large
groups.  

Female Juncos or
snowbirds are considered
by some to be LBBs.

Unlike the rich slate –gray color of the males,
females and juvenile juncos appear to be brown
birds with white throat and breast. When juncos
take flight their white outer tail feathers are quite
noticeable and visible from a distance.

During harsh winters or when there are food
shortages in the north, certain birds travel a bit 
further south of their tradition-
al winter range. These birds
are referred to as eruptive
migrants. Pine Siskin and
Common Redpolls are eruptive
migrants that fit into the LLB
category. Pine Siskins are
goldfinch-sized birds that are
fond of thistle seeds. Like
Goldfinches, they tend to feed
in large groups. Pine Siskins
are heavily streaked birds
with a touch of yellow on the wing bar and at the
base of the tail. Another small goldfinch size bird,
the Common Redpoll, at a quick glance, looks to
be merely a small bird with brown/gray streaks. A
closer look at the Common Redpoll will reveal a
tiny bright red cap on the top of its head and a
black throat patch under the bill. The breast of male
Common Redpoll is light pink in color.  
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Little Brown Birds a/k/a LBB’s and Sputzies
continued from page 5

Pine Siskin

Common Redpoll

Brown Creeper

Carolina Wren



County 
Personnel Changes...
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County Personnel Changes from
July 26, 2012 through November 1, 2012 

RESIGNED:
Ashley F. Brownlee D. J. Costanzo
Susan Ann Carthon H.C.-Nursing
John Robert Clemens III Domestic Relations
Jordan Marie Harrington H.C.-Social Service-CO.
Stephanie J. Hayes Law Library
Michelle Leigh Howard Children & Youth Program
Shawn D. Kressley Judge O’Dell-Seneca
Laura Lee Luckock H.C.-Housekeeping
Eileen Maloy H.C.-Nursing
Ashlee Jean Nicole McCartney H.C.-Dietary
Michelle D. Menozzi Domestic Relations
Lauren Christine Page Children & Youth Program
Erick Rigby Courtroom #5
Katie Marie Shaffer H.C.-Nursing
Lori A. Sheldon D. J. Mark
Scott J. Smiechowski E&M-Maintenance
Catherine Rebecca Sushel Controller
Beth A. Whitney Children & Youth Program
Troy N. Beattie FITS

RETIRED:

Deborah A. Batley H.C.-Social Service-CO.
Georgia C. Bedillion H.C.-Nursing
Mary Ellen Chipps H.C.-Housekeeping
Anne E. Richard Aging
Linda Sue McNeely H.C.-Dietary
Victoria M. Goroncy Jail Administration
Mary B. Heaton Children & Youth Program

NEW HIRES:

Amy M. Lemley Aging
April Marie Georgetti Aging
Erika Lee Henry Airport Operations
Kelly Meeks Jones BHDS
Michelle L. Greenawalt Children & Youth Program
Marriles Floy Saut Children & Youth Program
Tiffany Nichole Lindsay Children & Youth Program
Kimberly Jeanne Rogers Children & Youth Program
Wendy Jean Briant Children & Youth Program
Jennifer Marie Chmiel District Attorney
Adina M. Necciai District Attorney
Ray Alan Price District Attorney
James Monroe Miller Domestic Relations
Joshua Samuel Marshman E&M-Flood Control
Mark A. Simpson H.C.-Maintenance
Joshua Michael Bagiackas H.C.-Nursing
Leola May Woodford H.C.-Nursing

Linda Marie Gardner H.C.-Nursing
Kimberly Ann Haskey H.C.-Nursing
Crystal A. Sienkiel H.C.-Nursing
Rachael Rita Roland H.C.-Nursing
Darla Louise Mikulicz H.C.-Nursing
Jennifer Lynn Konosky H.C.-Nursing
Samantha Marjorie Conway H.C.-Nursing
D’Ann Kelley St. John H.C.-Nursing Admin.
Dawn L. Hickman H.C.-Nursing Admin.
Vanessa Brooke Borkowski H.C.-Nursing Admin.
Roxanne Marie Zoretich H.C.-Social Service-Co.
Patrick A. Sisul Housekeeping
Autumn Wynn Loughman Jail Administration
Juan Pantojas III Jail Security
Alex James Roner Jail Security
Jacob T. Murin Jail Security
James W. Hughes, Jr. Jail Security
Christopher L. Barnes Jail Security
Laura L. Radcliffe Jail Security
Michael Richard Kasula Jail Security
Keith Douglas Watson Jail Security
Tricia Lynn Maley Jail Security
Louis Adam Mazza Jail Security
Adrian Martin Fletcher Jail Security
Daniel Frederick Gleixner Judge Moschetta-Bell
Joshua Charles Hausman Judge O’Dell-Seneca
Mario O. Seneca Judge O’Dell-Seneca
Ethan Allen Cline Juvenile Probation
Jamie Lynn Yancich Law Library
Dena Paige Taufer Purchasing
Kristen Carlson McGavitt Recorder of Deeds
Tim J. Swango Tax Revenue
Mark L. DeRosa Tax Revenue

County Newsletter Staff 
Bracken Burns, retired County Commissioner
Jeff Donahue, Washington County Parks
Irene Farabee, Finance Department
Melanie Thomas-Finney, Planning
Mary Helicke, Chief Clerk
Marie Higgins, Children & Youth  
Randi Marodi, Clerk of Courts
Pat Maxon, Human Resources
Deb Rea, Planning
Jason Theakston, Planning
Cindy Zubchevich, Health Center Activities
Sandy Sabot, Child Care Information 

Services, Editor


